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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Key recommendations: 

1. A and AS level content should enable learners to be inspired by their 

geographical understanding of the world they live in and to engage 

critically with real world issues and real world locations through the 

application of geographical knowledge, theory and concepts. 

2. A and AS level content should be pitched at an appropriate level of 

demand by showing clear progression in content, concepts and skills 

from GCSE. It must prepare students who go on to study geography and 

related subjects at university, and be relevant to those who end their 

studies of geography at A level.  

3. There must be a 60 per cent core content, which comprises four 

substantive themes, fieldwork, and skills content. The awarding 

organisations should be free to select the remaining 40 per cent non-

core content in order to create distinctive specifications. 

4. A and AS level content must be balanced between human and physical 

geography. Within this balanced content people and environment 

themes must be a significant part of the new specifications and must 

build from a clear understanding of relevant processes in physical and 

human geography. 

5. A/AS level content must be accessible to a diversity of learners. 

6. Fieldwork in physical and human geography is integral to both A and AS 

level. 



7. A level specifications should include opportunities for students to 

undertake some independent investigative and research work which 

must include fieldwork. 

8. The core content must include the following themes: global systems 

and global governance; changing places; landscape systems; and water 

and carbon cycling. 

9. Funding should be made available for the development of appropriate 

training and resources for teachers in order to facilitate teaching of the 

new core content. 

 


